Barkhamsted School – 2015

Grades 1-2


Book Recommendations for Grades 1-2
First Level

Arnold, Tedd. Hi! Fly Guy   Series
A boy named Buzz catches a fly who, amazingly, knows his name and soon becomes his friend. 
Coxe, Molly. Cat Traps 
Cat catches only yucky things in his trap. 

Eastman, P.D. Are You My Mother? 
A newly hatched bird looks for his mother among all the other animals. 

Eastman, P.D. Big Dog, Little Dog 
This is a delightful, nonsensical romp full of big and little cartoon dogs.
Eastman, P.D. Go, Dog, Go 
Here’s another book by Eastman featuring his funny cartoon dogs.
Hall, Kirsten. The Tooth Fairy 
A boy is excited about a visit from the tooth fairy. 

Heilbroner, Joan. Robert the Horse
An allergy to roses causes this city horse many problems until, one time, his sneezes save the day.
Hoff, Syd. Danny and the Dinosaur Go to Camp   
A boy and his pet dinosaur go to summer camp. 

Hoff, Syd. Grizzwold 
Will Grizzwold, the lovable bear, ever find a home that’s just right? 

Hoff, Syd. Mrs. Brice’s Mice 
Mrs. Brice’s mice go shopping, dance, and get washed behind their ears. But only one little mouse knows how to trick a cat. 

Jonas, Ann. Splash
We meet many different creatures on each page as they “splash” in and out of a backyard pond.

Kraus, Robert. Whose Mouse Are You?

The author poses some leading questions and skillfully guides "Mouse" to answers that culminate in a decidedly satisfying ending.
Lass, Bonnie. Who Took the Cookies from the Cookie Jar? 
In this rhyming tale, Skunk tries to solve the mystery of the missing cookies.

LeSieg, Theodore. Ten Apples Up on Top! 
A lion, a dog, and a tiger are having a contest—can they get ten apples piled on their heads?
McKie, Roy. Summer 

A girl, a boy, and a dog share the joys of summer—including swimming, watching fireworks, fishing, chasing butterflies, and toasting marshmallows.
McPhail, David. A Bug, a Bear, and a Boy   Series
The bug is little, the boy is bigger, and the bear is biggest, so their friendship makes for entertaining cooperation and compromise. 
McPhail, David. Fix-It   Series
What’s Emma to do? The TV won’t work. But as Emma soon learns, a book can fix almost anything. 
Metzger, Steve. We’re Going on a Leaf Hunt
Three friends collect leaves in the forest while on a hike.

Minarik, Else Holmelund. A Kiss for Little Bear  Series
Little Bear sends Grandmother a picture, but when she asks Hen to take him a thank-you kiss, Hen passes it on to Frog, who passes it on to Cat and—will it ever get to Little Bear? 
Nodset, Joan. Go Away, Dog 
The big old dog wants to play. Can the little boy make him go away?

Pilkey, Dav. Dragon’s Fat Cat  Series

Dragon rescues a stray cat from the snow, but he doesn’t know the first thing about cat care, or about the real reason the cat is fat.
Shannon, David. Good Boy, Fergus
He’s not always perfect, but this terrier is still a good boy.

Shaw, Charles. It Looked Like Spilt Milk
White shapes on blue pages may look like spilt milk, but what are they really?

Stadler, John. Ready, Set, Go! 
Sasha may be small, but she sure is mighty! 

Ward, Cindy. Cookie’s Week
Cookie is a cat who causes a week’s worth of trouble in this simple picture book illustrated by Tomie DePaolo.

Weeks, Sarah. Drip, Drop 
In the middle of the night, Pip Squeak’s roof is leaking, and every time he thinks he has the solution, another leak springs up. Will he ever get any sleep?
Weeks, Sarah. Pip Squeak 
In this sequel to Drip Drop, a visit from his friend Max turns Pip Squeak into a cleaning whirlwind. But after all that, Max doesn’t even wipe his feet before he comes inside, and that’s only the beginning . . .
Ziefert, Harriet. The Princess and the Pea
What a strange way to find out if a person is a real princess! 

Next Step Up
Byars, Betsy. The Golly Sisters Go West  Series 
Singing and dancing sisters, May-May and Rose, go west by covered wagon. 
Coerr, Eleanor. Chang's Paper Pony 
In the time of the California Gold Rush, a boy named Chang longs for a pony.

Colandro, Lucille. There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Bat   Series
This is a spooky twist on an old classic.

Cole, Joanna. The Gator Girls 
The worst thing of all is when your best friend goes away to summer camp without you.

Cosby, Bill. My Big Lie   Series
Little Bill gets in big trouble for telling a lie. 
Graham, Joan. Splish Splash 
Poems and pictures create a fresh look at the world of water.

Guarino, Deborah. Is Your Mama a Llama?
A young llama is curious—Are all his friends' mamas llamas? Each animal tells Lloyd facts about its mother, and Lloyd, along with young readers, guesses what kind of animal each mother is. 

Guest, Elissa Haden. Iris and Walter: The Sleepover   Series
Iris's first sleepover at her friend Walter's house ends early when Iris gets homesick and wants to go home. 
Hall, Katy, and Eisenberg, Lisa. Kitty Riddles   Series
A combination of 34 puns with ink-and-watercolor slapstick cartoons will please (or a-mews) cat lovers and show new readers that the sounds of words are part of the fun. 
Henkes, Kevin. Julius, the Baby of the World   Series
Lilly doesn’t know why her parents think the new baby is so cute. 
Hoban, Lillian. Arthur's Camp-Out   Series
Bored with spring vacation, Arthur goes out to the woods by himself. 
Hoban, Russell. Bedtime for Frances   Series
It may be bedtime for Frances, but that doesn't mean Frances is ready to go to bed! 
Hobbie, Holly. Toot and Puddle: A Present for Toot   Series
When he just about gives up trying to find the right birthday gift for Toot in Pip's Pet Shop, Puddle needs to look no further because the special present finds him. 
Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Good Rhymes, Good Times 
This is a book of poems about going to the vet, thunder, and stuff in pockets.

Howe, James. Horace and Morris Join the Chorus (But What About Dolores?)  Series
Dolores is upset when her friends are chosen to sing in the chorus, but she isn’t. 
Howe, James. Pinky and Rex and the Just-Right Pet   Series
Seven-year-old Pinky, a confirmed dog lover, has a change of heart after his family's new pet kitten pounces on his foot in the middle of the night.
Kessler, Leonard. Here Comes the Strikeout! 
Bobby is an "easy out" until he gets help from a friend. 
Kvasnosky, Laura McGee. Zelda and Ivy   Series
Zelda and Ivy are sisters with a flair for the dramatic. 
Lobel, Arnold. Frog and Toad Are Friends   Series
Best friends Frog and Toad have three adventures. 
Maestro, Marco. What Do You Hear When Cows Sing? 
This is a book full of silly riddles. 

Marshall, James. Fox Outfoxed   Series
Fox is smart, but not that smart. 
McCully, Emily Arnold. Grandmas at Bat   Series
Will Pip's two Grandmas be able to coach the team?
Mills, Claudia. Gus and Grandpa
It's not that Gus and Grandpa were lost—it's the car that was lost! 

Numeroff, Laura. Mouse Cookies and More: A Treasury
Four stories feature Mouse or Pig’s adventures.

O'Connor, Jane. Lulu Goes to Witch School 
Lulu loves witch school and her teacher, Miss Slime, but she doesn't like Sandy Witch, who is best at everything.

Parish, Herman. Good Driving, Amelia Bedelia   Series
Look out! Amelia Bedelia is learning to drive a car! 
Robins, Joan. Addie Runs Away   Series
Addie runs away, but Max follows her, even though he's wearing pajamas. 

Rylant, Cynthia. Henry and Mudge: The First Book   Series
This book tells the first of many adventures of a boy and his dog.
Rylant, Cynthia. Mr. Putter and Tabby Row the Boat   Series
Old Mr. Putter and his fine cat Tabby search for relief on a hot, hot day. They find it in the company of their neighbors, an elderly lady and her loyal dog. 
Rylant, Cynnthia. Poppleton   Series
In this book we meet Poppleton, who has just moved to a small town after living in a city.
Scotton, Rob. Splat the Cat   Series
Splat the Cat is nervous about his first day at cat school, but once he arrives he realizes he had nothing to worry about.
Sharmat, Marjorie. Nate the Great and the Missing Pillowcase   Series
Nate the Great solves the mystery of a missing pillowcase.
Skofield, James. Detective Dinosaur
Detective Dinosaur and Officer Pterodactyl have tough cases to solve. 

Stadler, John. The Adventures of Snail at School 
Snail goes on errands for his teacher. 
Van Leeuwen, Jean. Oliver and Amanda and the Big Snow     Series
When there is a blizzard, even Oliver and Amanda Pig's parents play in the snow.
Wiseman, Bernard. Morris and Boris   Series
Morris the Moose drives his bear friend crazy with his foolishness.
Medium Level

Adler, David. Cam Jansen and the Birthday Mystery   Series
When Cam's grandparents are robbed on their way to her parents' surprise birthday party, Cam uses her photographic memory to solve the mystery.  

Allard, Harry. Miss Nelson Is Missing!  Series
The children in Miss Nelson's class are downright terrible! But one day the kids have a substitute—the nasty Viola Swamp—who makes them long for Miss Nelson’s return. 
Arnold, Tedd. Even More Parts   Series
Chip has made a list of all the strange, crazy things he’s heard people say. This is the third book in a series about funny expressions. 
Applegate, Katherine. Roscoe Riley Rules: Never Glue Your Friends to Chairs   Series
If the kids can’t sit still for the class performance, Roscoe is afraid his teacher could get into trouble. Roscoe to the rescue! What could possibly go wrong?

Barrows, Annie. Ivy and Bean and the Ghost That Had to Go   Series
Ivy and Bean know there’s a ghost in the school bathroom—they can see its cloudy form and glowing eyes, and they can hear it moan. But how can they hide it from the teachers? 
Bluemle, Elizabeth. My Father the Dog 
A little girl compares her father’s behavior to a dog.

Bunting, Eve. Going Home 
Mama and Papa dance in the street when they go home to Mexico for Christmas.

Conford, Ellen.  A Case for Jenny Archer   Series
After reading three mysteries in a row, Jenny becomes convinced that the neighbors across the street are up to no good and decides to investigate. 
Cooper, Ilene. Absolutely Lucy   Series
Bobby Quinn is shy and keeps to himself, until he gets a puppy, who keeps dragging him into all sorts of adventures—and friendships, too.
Creech, Sharon. A Fine, Fine School 

When a principal loves his school so much that he wants the children to attend classes every day of the year, it’s up to his students to show him that free time is a good thing too.
Dadey, Debbie and Jones, Marcia M. Robots Don’t Catch Chicken Pox  (Bailey School Series)
The Bailey School Kids investigate to see if the drama teacher is a robot. 
DiCamillo, Kate. Mercy Watson Thinks Like a Pig   Series
Two sisters move in next door to where Mercy the pig lives. Frustrated when Mercy continues to eat their flowers, they decide to call for the help of an Animal Control Officer, Francine Poulet, to handle the case.
Jacobson, Jennifer. Andy Shane, Hero at Last   Series

Andy wants two things very much--to win the contest for the best decorated bicycle in the "Home Sweet Home parade" and to be a hero--but his best friend Dolores stands in the way.
Klein, Abby. Ready, Freddy! Shark Attack!  Series
Freddy can’t wait for the class trip to the aquarium to see his favorite thing in the whole world—sharks! But is he a big enough shark fan to ace the Shark Quiz?

Kline, Suzy. Horrible Harry and the Dragon War   Series
Working on a dragon project in Room 3B leads to a war between two good friends, Harry and Song Lee. 
Krensky, Stephen. Abe Lincoln and the Muddy Pig   Series
Young Abe Lincoln stumbles across a pig in trouble and decides he must help, even though it will mean arriving late and muddy for the important speech he is scheduled to make.
Krulik, Nancy. Magic Bone: Be Careful What You Wish For   Series

Sparky, a sheepdog puppy, digs up a magic bone in his backyard and finds himself in London, where he makes new friends and gets into a bit of trouble. Will he ever get home?

Lauber, Patricia. Who Eats What? Food Chains and Food Webs 
What does a spider have to do with you?

Maguire, Gregory. Leaping Beauty and Other Animal Fairy Tales

These are “fractured” fairy tales with animals cast as the heroes, heroines, and villains. 

Marshall, James. Rats on the Roof and Other Stories
The book tells seven goofy animal stories, with funny illustrations to match.
Marzollo, Jean. Soccer Sam 
Sam's cousin from Mexico teaches Sam and his friends to play soccer. 

McDonald, Megan. Stink and the Incredible Super-Galactic Jawbreaker   Series
When Stink buys a huge jawbreaker that doesn’t break his jaw, he writes to the manufacturer — and receives 21,280 jawbreakers for his trouble!
Meddaugh, Susan. Martha Speaks   Series
After she eats alphabet soup, this talking dog has a lot to say! 
Numeroff, Laura. Beatrice Doesn’t Want To
In this funny story, Beatrice gets turned on to books when her brother has to take her to the library with him. 
Osborne, Mary Pope. High Tide in Hawaii   Series
The Magic Tree House takes Jack and Annie back to a Hawaii of long ago, where they make friends, learn to surf, and encounter a tsunami. 
Park, Barbara. Junie B., First Grader: Toothless Wonder   Series
Junie B. Jones learns some interesting things about the tooth fairy when she becomes the first student in Room One to lose a tooth. 
Preller, James. The Case of the Spooky Sleepover   Series
Ralphie Jordan can't sleep. Something is making spooky noises in his room at night. It's a perfect case for Jigsaw Jones, who pieces together all the ghostly clues. 
Sachar, Louis. Marvin Redpost: Kidnapped at Birth   Series
Marvin Redpost is convinced that he is Prince Robert, the long lost son of the King of Shampoon. 
Schwartz, Alvin. Ghosts! Ghostly Tales from Folklore 
These are stories to make you shiver and quiver.

Schwartz, David. How Much Is a Million? 
How to count way past ten!

Seuling, Barbara. Oh No! It’s Robert!  Series

As the class library monitor, Robert faces a mystery. Someone is scribbling inside the classroom library books. Can Robert expose the scribbler and win the class achievement prize?

Silverman, Erica. Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa: Partners   Series
Cocoa the horse herds the cows with Cowgirl Kate, helps her practice her roping skills, and wishes he could wear boots instead of horseshoes.
Higher Level

Birney, Betty. Trouble According to Humphrey   Series
Humphrey experiences all the ups and downs with his friends as they create a model town project with all the bells and whistles.

Bishop, Nic. Spiders
This non-fiction book about spiders is full of interesting facts and photographs.
Byars, Betsy. Dog Diaries: Secret Writings of the WOOF Society
At the first annual meeting of WOOF – Words of Our Friends – assorted dogs share tales of dogs throughout history.

Cleary, Beverly. The Mouse and the Motorcycle   Series
Ralph the mouse meets Keith, who teaches him how to ride a toy motorcycle. When everyone is asleep, Keith turns Ralph loose in a hotel hall to enjoy the biking adventure of his life. 

Cline-Ransome, Lesa. Young Pelé: Soccer's First Star
Despite coming from a poor Brazilian family, Pelé uses determination and skill to become the greatest soccer player of all time.

Colfer, Eoin. The Legend of the Worst Boy in the World   Series
Will Woodman has a hard time getting anyone in his family to listen to him, so he turns to his grandfather, who, it turns out, has more terrible sob stories than Will does.
Cronin, Doreen. The Chicken Squad: The First Misadventure   Series
Meet the Chicken Squad: Dirt, Sugar, Poppy, and Sweetie. These chicks are not about to spend their days pecking chicken feed. They’re too busy solving mysteries and fighting crime.
Cronin, Doreen. Dooby, Dooby Moo   Series
There’s a talent show at the county fair. All the animals want to win. 
Danzinger, Paula. Amber Brown Is Not a Crayon   Series
The year she is in the third grade is a sad time for Amber because her best friend Justin is getting ready to move to a distant state. 
Donaldson, Julie. Charlie Cook’s Favorite Book

This rhyming circular tale is full of favorite fairy-tale characters
Giovanni, Nikki. The Grasshopper's Song: An Aesop's Fable Revisited
It's the alleged "frivolous" grasshopper's day in court as he tries to prove his case against the industrious ants who did not share their food with him through the long, cold winter.
Gifford, Peggy. Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love Writing Thank-you Notes   Series
Ten-year-old Moxy Maxwell has promised to write twelve thank-you notes by the day after Christmas, but all her brilliant ideas to help finish the task more quickly end up creating chaos. 
Goldstone, Bruce. Great Estimations
This book will show you how to train your eyes and your mind to make really great estimations using photographs and easy-to-follow text.

Gutman, Dan. My Weird School: Dr. Carbles Is Losing His Marbles   Series
It’s Thanksgiving but A.J. and his friends at Ella Mentry School aren’t feeling very thankful. Dr. Carbles wants to fire the popular principal, Mr. Klutz. Can the kids save the principal’s job?
Greenwald, Sheila. Rosy Cole's Memoir Explosion   Series
Rosy is surprised when her friends are not thrilled with her memoir project for school. 
Greenburg, Dan. The Zack Files: Great-Grandpa’s in the Litter Box   Series
Instead of the kitten he wanted, 10-year-old Zack ends up with a talking cat that claims to be his great-grandfather. 
King-Smith, Dick. The School Mouse
Everyone has heard of house mice and field mice and church mice. But Flora is determined to become the first-ever school mouse.
Knudsen, Michelle. Library Lion
A well behaved lion is banished from the library for breaking a rule. Will he ever return?

Lionni, Leo. An Extraordinary Egg

Three frogs believe they have a chicken egg. When an alligator hatches, they think it is a chicken.

McDonald, Megan. Judy Moody: The Doctor Is In   Series
Learning about the first woman doctor, Elizabeth Blackwell, puts Judy in a medical mood.
McKenna, Colleen. Good Grief, Third Grade   Series
Marsha Cessano is determined to be good in third grade—no messy desk, no temper, no tricks—but Roger Friday is making it difficult. 
Miles, Ellen. Noodle   (The Puppy Place Series)
When Lizzie and Charles find a lost puppy, they are determined to find his owners.
Munsch, Robert. The Dark 
The author made up this story for a child who was afraid of the dark.

Muth, John. Zen Shorts   Series
A giant panda named Stillwater teaches three children to look at the world and each other in a new way.
Pennypacker, Sara. Clementine’s Letter   Series
After learning that her favorite teacher will be leaving for the remainder of the year, Clementine devises a plan to get rid of the substitute and get Mr. D'Matz to stay.
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